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12 CitizenOpinion
Letters to the Editor

Jake 34 needs ‘forever’ home
The following was submitted by Plainville residents Jay and Liz

Nyczak as a letter to the editor on behalf of Jake 34, a dog avail-
able for adoption. See photo on page 17.
Dear Santa,

My name is Jake and I was born in Alabama about 7-1/2 years
ago. I spent most my life in Alabama with a family who loved me
very much.

But I experienced a string of very, very, bad luck in spring 2008.
The house my family owned had to be sold and for reasons I’ll
never understand, my family tied me to a fence and left me alone
outside. The nice real estate lady who found me untied me and
took me to a local shelter. I lived there through the summer of
2008. It was a scary and unfamiliar place for me.

There were so many other dogs barking and making noises
that I learned to be afraid of dogs. That’s why, when I meet a dog,
I have to growl and show my teeth, because deep down inside, I’m
really afraid.

I stayed at that shelter in Alabama all summer, until a lady
from Labs for Rescue (www.labs4rescue.com) took me with her. I
made the long trip to Connecticut, where I now live with my fos-
ter Mommy and Daddy.

I may not do too well with other animals, but people, including
kids of all ages, oh, man, do I really love them. I give kisses and
can’t get enough of hugs and belly rubs. My favorite pastime is to
sit in the kitchen and keep company with my foster Mommy as
she cooks. My foster Daddy gives me nice baths and trims my
nails and even brushes my teeth! I love all the attention.

It’s still so hard to be left alone! I get all nervous and worried
that no one will come back; so I start to pace and bark and make
a fuss. And while I’m on the subject of what I don’t like, you could
add crates to that short list.

My foster Daddy and Mommy took me to a nice lady — I think
you call her a veterinarian in people language — and she listened
to my heart and took some blood and said it’s okay to start on
some herbs to make me calmer. Mommy places them in some
ground-up meat, and “mmm” … they taste okay!

Maybe pretty soon I’ll feel a little better and not so nervous
about Mommy and Daddy leaving me home alone.

Mrs. Marie, the really, really nice lady at Our Companions An-
imal Sanctuary (www.ourcompanions.org) does my companion
animal training. She gives me tasty treats whenever I sit and stay
as another dog walks by. Mommy says we are working with Mrs.
Marie so, maybe someday soon; I will be able to be in the compa-
ny of other doggies. Wouldn’t that be nice?

So, dear Santa, if you could please ask around if there is a fam-
ily who might take me in forever and love me just like I know I
could love them?

I know you’ll be visiting a lot of homes on Christmas. Please
put in a good word for me.

Jake 34, and foster parents Jay and Liz Nyczak
Plainville

E-mail address set for K-9 fund
To the editor:

In order to get public feedback and gauge community support
for the idea of a police dog for Plainville, an e-mail address has
been set up. E-mails can be sent to Plainville-k9fund@sbcglob-
al.net. The charity is not accepting donations yet, but will accept
pledges for future donations. People interested in participating
in forming the charity are encouraged to send their contact in-
formation to the above e-mail.

Art Screen
Plainville

Bob Dornfried
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Government Meetings
Monday, Jan. 5

Town Council, Municipal Center, 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Council, Municipal Center, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 7
Inland Wetlands Commission, Municipal

Center, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 8

Insurance Commission, Municipal Center, 
7 p.m.

Senior Citizens Committee, Senior Center,
noon.

Recreation and Park Board, 50 Whiting St., 
7 p.m.

Recycling and Solid Waste, Municipal Center,
7:30 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 12
Board of Education, Plainville High School

auditorium, 7 p.m.
Veterans Council, Municipal Center, 7 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals, Municipal Center,

7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 13

Capital Projects Building Committee, library,
6:30 p.m.

Downtown Beautification, Municipal Center,
7 p.m.

Library Board of Directors, Municipal Cen-
ter, 7 p.m.

Planning and Zoning, Municipal Center,
7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 14
Conservation Commission, Municipal Cen-

ter, 7:30 p.m.

Send us your letters: news@plainvillecitizen.com



Pets need homes
Submitted photo

Several months ago, a Plainville family found three kittens abandoned in a box by
the side of a road. Homes were found for two of the kittens. However, the third cat,
Coco, below right, needs a new family now because the children who live in the
home are highly allergic to the feline. The calico short-haired cat is described as
spunky and loving. To adopt the cat or for more information, call Kris at (860) 543-
1378. The dog, Jake 34, below, who has been fostered by a Plainville couple, needs

a ‘forever’ home. See letter on page 12.
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Happy New Year — The
Plainville Citizen, 333 East
St., will be closed New Year’s
Day, Jan. 1. It will reopen Fri-
day, Jan. 2. For more infor-
mation, call the office at (860)
410-1857.

6 Tuesday

High school half day —
Plainville High School will
have a half day Tuesday, Jan.
6 to allow the school staff to
prepare for a self-study and
formal evaluation by the
New England Association of
Schools and Colleges, which
will be conducted in October
2009. Students will be dis-
missed at 12:10 p.m. No
lunches will be served. For
more information, visit the
Web site www.plainville
schools.org/phs. 

13 Tuesday

Plainville Greenway Al-
liance — The Plainville
Greenway Alliance meets the
second Tuesday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. in the small
conference room (usually) of
the Plainville Public Library,
56 E. Main St. 

16 Friday

Professional Develop-
ment day — Plainville
schools will be closed for Pro-
fessional Development day. 

19 Monday

Martin Luther King Day
— Plainville schools will be
closed Monday, Jan. 19 for Mar-
tin Luther King Day.

Channel 5
Thursday, Dec. 25

No Cablecasting
Friday, Dec. 26

5:00 Kidz Zone 
6:00 Father Christmas
6:30 Surely You’re Joking,

Mr. Science
7:00 Racing Action Today
7:30 The Struggle
8:00 Peace and Justice

Now
8:30 Chamber Views
9:00 True Vine Victory

Hour
10:00 Beyond Violence
10:30 Union TV

Saturday, Dec. 27
5:00 Tai Chi
5:30 Power of Pentecost
6:00 Cooks of the Valley 
6:30 Master Gardeners

Series
7:00 Old Tyme Fiddlers 
7:30 A Knight’s Polka
8:00 Rosin the Bow
8:30 Let’s Explore with

Scott and Kathy
9:00 The Wool

Connection
9:30 Plainville Choral

Society
10:00 Bar Chat
10:30 Time Capsule-Bristol

Sunday, Dec. 28
5:00 Joyful Sounds
6:00 Yoga
6:30 June E. B’s Buzz
7:00 The Singing Doctor
7:30 My Kind of Town
8:00 Scrapbooking
8:30 The Sacred Journey
9:00 Walking in God’s

Word
9:30 Nzinga’s Daughters

10:00 Hot Flash
10:30 Animal Matters

Monday, Dec. 29
5:00 New Life

International

6:00 Bristol City Wise
6:30 Sharing Miracles
7:00 Polka Time
7:30 Ask Father Nadolny
8:30 Plainville Memories

— The Toffolons
9:00 Movie — Beyond

Tomorrow/An
Orphan’s Christmas

Tuesday, Dec. 30
5:00 2004 Carol Sing
6:00 Ukranian TV
7:00 An Artist’s Notebook
7:30 Chinese Art
8:00 Sewing with Sandy
8:30 Dancing with Style
9:00 Cash in at Home

10:00 House of Virtuous
Women

10:30 VNA Today
Wednesday, Dec. 31

No Cablecasting
Thursday, Jan. 1
No Cablecasting
Friday, Jan. 2

5:00 Kidz Zone 
6:00 TBA
6:30 Surely You’re Joking,

Mr. Science
7:00 Racing Action Today
7:30 The Struggle
8:00 Peace & Justice

Now
8:30 Chamber Views
9:00 True Vine Victory

Hour
10:00 Beyond Violence
10:30 Union TV

Saturday, Jan. 3
5:00 Tai Chi
5:30 Power of Pentecost
6:00 Cooks of the Valley 
6:30 Master Gardeners

Series
7:00 Old Tyme Fiddlers 
7:30 A Knight’s Polka
8:00 Rosin the Bow
8:30 Let’s Explore with

Scott and Kathy
9:00 The Wool

Connection

9:30 Plainville Choral
Society

10:00 Bar Chat
10:30 Time Capsule-Bristol

Channel 96
Thursday, Dec. 25

No Cablecasting
Friday, Dec. 26

9:00 Our National Guard
Saturday, Dec. 27

8:30 Around the State
Sunday, Dec. 28

8:30 MCTask Force
Monday, Dec. 29

10:00 National Terrorism
Tuesday, Dec. 30

TBA
Wednesday, Dec. 31

No Cablecasting
Thursday, Jan. 1

No Cablecasting
Friday, Jan. 2

9:00 Our National Guard
Saturday, Jan. 3

8:30 Around the State

Channel 95
Thursday, Dec. 25

No Cablecasting
Friday, Dec. 26

7:00 Central Authors
Saturday, Dec. 27

TBA
Sunday, Dec. 28

6:00 GED Series
7:00 St. Anthony’s

Christmas Memories
Monday, Dec. 29

10 a.m. GED Series
Tuesday, Dec. 30

8:00 Education News
Wednesday, Dec. 31

No Cablecasting
Thursday, Jan. 1

No Cablecasting
Friday, Jan. 2

7:00 Central Authors
Saturday, Jan. 3

TBA

Becca Lenois, Nicole Lucente,
Chelsea Marchetti, Alicia
Marquis, Liz Moriarty, Katri-
na Nelson, Taylor Perun,
Danielle Reola, Melanie Saave-
dra, Will Sessa, Michelle
Spinelli, Matt Tanner, Ali Tar-
ca, Chase Tarca, Emily Uccel-
lo, Stephen Underwood, Ali
Wuchert and Ross Zettergren.

Michelle Spinelli is a senior
at Plainville High School and
occasionally writes about the
DECA club for The Plainville
Citizen.

Service
Continued from page 13 

Plainville High School stu-
dents and faculty continue to
support the local community
through a number of service
initiatives. The Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America Club,
under the direction of advi-
sors Steven Michaud and Mary
Jobs, recently held two chari-
table events. 

“Our FBLA Club is trying
our best to provide opportuni-
ties for the students and staff
to give back to the Town of
Plainville. Our school commu-
nity has done a great job sup-
porting numerous charitable
endeavors this holiday sea-
son,” explained Michaud. Stu-
dents collected spare change
during the month of Novem-
ber totaling approximately
$200 through the “Thanksgiv-
ing Jug.” 

The goal of this project was
to assist the Plainville Commu-
nity Food Pantry in its efforts
to provide for the citizens of
Plainville who are in need. The
FBLA Club also joined forces
with the Education Associa-
tion of Plainville in sponsor-
ing a Winter Clothing Drive.
Staff and students from the
high school donated approxi-
mately 50 winter coats and nu-
merous other warm clothing
items.

The United Way Youth
Board, under the direction of
advisor Kelly Lyons, collected
personal care items to support

the St. Vincent DePaul Home-
less Shelter in Bristol. Stu-
dents competed amongst grade
levels to see which class could
collect the most items. More
than 2,000 personal care items
were collected, with the senior
class winning the competition
by collecting 1,000 items.

The FBLA Club and Student
Council are collaborating dur-
ing the holiday season to help
collect toys in support of the
Marine Corps Toys-For-Tots
Campaign. Unwrapped toys
collected at the high school
will be brought to the Marine
Corps center for distribution
before the holidays. 

The FBLA Club is also or-
ganizing flower sales within
the school and all proceeds
from these events will be used
to purchase toys for the proj-
ect. In addition, the Student
Council is organizing a canned
food drive during the month of
December. Canned goods col-
lected will be donated to the
food pantry. Student Council
advisors are Jeff Wanner, Jen
Kohl, Allan Amundsen, Kelly
Lyons, Steve Compson, Jen Mi-
cowski, Frank Bogdan and
Cheryl Hathaway.

The Bio-Medical Club, un-
der the direction of advisor
John Girard, is also holding a
toy drive to benefit children at
local hospitals during the holi-
days. Students will deliver the
toys to both Bristol Hospital

and the New Britain Hospital
for Special Care. The Young
Educators Society Club is sup-
porting the community
through a new and used chil-
dren’s book drive. Under the
direction of advisor Kerry Pat-
terson, students will donate
books collected to the Plain-
ville Public Library and the
three Plainville elementary
schools.

“The call for community
service is being answered by
our student body. We are proud
of their response and continue
to encourage them to offer
their service to those in need,”
said Plainville High School
Principal Greg Ziogas.

High schoolers help those in need


